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Editorial –  
Finally some life
As I write these few words, I find 
myself looking out of my office 
window from time to time, finally 
seeing some life. What I mean is, 
the trees outside my window, which 
have been bare all winter, are finally 
starting to show some life. 
That said, we all know that the 
trees were never really dead. They 
just don’t look lifelike with bare 
branches and no green leaves.  
Yet as spring approaches it all 
changes, doesn’t it?
I often reflect on how deciduous 
trees can reflect our own walk with 
Jesus. I certainly can think of times 
when it describes my walk. Times 
when I haven’t lost my faith, but 
signs of life may have been sparse or 
non-existent – like the bare branches 
with no leaves. 
Sometimes it has been because 
my own neglect has caused the 
apparent signs of lifelessness. Yet I 
can also recall times when the cold 
winds of winter, if I can extend the 
analogy, have blown long and hard 
in my life. Difficult times in ministry. 
Difficult times with the health of 
family members. In those times, my 
tree, my walk with Jesus, was not 
dead, rather it was like the tree with 
no leaves, it was alive, holding on 
and waiting.
On the outside it may not have 
looked like I was very alive, but I 
now see those ‘winter periods’ as 
times of testing. In those ‘winter 
periods’ through the counsel 
and strength of the Holy Spirit, I 
was holding on and learning to 
persevere. Then in the spring, when 
the testing was done, new shoots of 
life appeared – just like the  

trees outside my window now. 
As James the apostle puts it: 
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything.” (James 1:2–4)
Many of our BCA Field Staff face 
‘winter periods’ in their ministries 
across Australia. Times when the 
congregation turns over quickly with 
people leaving town. Times when 
they faithfully minister and yet see 
little signs of life. Times when they 
wonder if they should have left the 
comfort of their surroundings to 
follow God’s calling to the bush. 
As you see trees beginning to show 
life in your neighbourhood this 
spring, would you take it as an 
annual reminder to pray for those 
who continue to go the distance 
to serve Jesus in the bush? Will you 
pray that they might persevere, 
being made mature and complete, 
in what may be ‘winter periods’ of 
ministry?  Will you pray that God  
will bring new shoots of spring to 
their ministries? 
Every blessing,

Greg Harris  
National Director
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Ever since we arrived in Exmouth three years ago,  
there has been much discussion and anticipation  
about the TSE – the Total Solar Eclipse (20 April 2023  
at 11.29am). 
No one really knew how many 
people would come. Early estimates 
claimed 50,000 visitors were likely. 
Our little town of 2900 is used 
to hosting many holidaymakers 
over the winter months but there 
was a fair bit of anxiety around 
the prospect of 50,000 people 
descending on our remote peninsula 
with one road in and out (and not a 
very wide road at that). How would 
our small IGA grocery store manage? 
Many of our church members are 
volunteer ambulance officers with St 
John – how many callouts would our 
small sub centre be able to respond 
to before they were overwhelmed?
While state government 
preparations happened late,  
a plan for traffic management, 
accommodation, emergency  

service response and entertainment 
eventually did come together. The 
population of Exmouth peaked at 
about 20,000 people on the day 
of the eclipse – so it was busy, but 
certainly not overwhelming for the 
town. And there were hundreds 
of extra police, fire, ambulance, 
medical, parks and wildlife  
personnel to assist with  
management of any incidents.
Our outreach focus took place a 
week earlier at Easter with a Good 
Friday service at church and an Easter 
Sunday dawn service at Vlamingh 
Head Lighthouse. We decided to 
focus on reaching locals at Easter 
as the prospect of our very small 
church trying to meaningfully impact 
17,000 visitors, many of whom were 
only in town for one or two days, 

stunning!
God’s creation is indeed
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FAR LEFT:  
Totality

TOP & BOTTOM 
RIGHT:  
Drone Show

was somewhat overwhelming. 
Easter also gave us cause to reflect 
on another ‘eclipse’. We read 
in Mark 15, “At noon, darkness 
came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. And at 
three in the afternoon Jesus cried 
out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?’ (which means 
‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’).” The crucifixion of 
Jesus was a moment of darkness, 
gloom and judgement, but also 
one of wonder, joy and forgiveness 
for all who seek refuge in the Son 
of God. The judgement we deserve 
fell on Him, and the righteousness 
that belongs to Jesus becomes 
ours. Something big, really big, 
took place as Jesus of Nazareth 
was crucified. 
I spent the day of the eclipse up 
a hill behind Exmouth with Mark 
Pulley, a doctor from Bathurst NSW 
who we’ve known for many years. 
Mark had been to several eclipses, Festival in Federation Park

Crescent shape as the eclipse progresses
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The eerie dim light as we approach totality

Town Beach drone show Cruise ship off Exmouth

and we were blessed to have 
perfectly clear skies. Alison had been 
working most of the morning, so 
she relaxed at home in the backyard 
and took it all in from there. The 
build up to totality took about 90 
minutes. It was as if a dimmer switch 
was slowly being applied to the sun 
so that eventually there was an eerie 
low light, but with midday shadows. 
Totality itself was sudden and brief. 
A rapid drop in light, bright stars 
were visible, for just under a minute 
you could look at the obscured 
sun and take photos without a 
solar filter. And just as suddenly 
the landscape brightened as the 
sun once again peeked out behind 
the moon before a slow return to 

full daylight. Totality happened 
so quickly I wished I had a rewind 
button to experience it all again.
God’s creation is indeed stunning! 
His handiwork is breathtaking 
to behold. In Exmouth we are 
surrounded by such beauty, and 
our constant prayer and struggle 
is that people would look beyond 
the creation to see the even greater 
magnificence of the Creator and 
redeemer. Please pray that those 
who witnessed the eclipse here, and 
those who visit and live in Exmouth, 
would come to faith in Christ and 
witness the even greater splendour 
of the new creation where we will 
gather around the risen Lord Jesus.
Simon Roberts 
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In mid-June, BCA launched its 
revamped website, which had not 
been updated since the introduction 
of our new branding in 2015. 

The website has increased 
functionality and is easier to 
navigate. On the site you can find 
out more about our Field Staff, 
link to their newsletters and prayer 
points and sign up to receive more 
information from them. 

Other features include access to 
103 years of The Real Australian 
magazine, information about our 
history and our programs including 
BCA 4 Kids, BCA ONTRACK and  
BCA Nomads, as well as how you  
can be involved through serving,  
prayer or giving.

For the next few months  
you will also be able to purchase 
BCA Christmas Merchandise –  
cards, puddings and cakes  
(see also page 28).

BCA website 
revamp

bushchurchaid.com.au
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Steve & Vanessa Weickhardt returned to BCA this year 
to take up ministry in the parish of Central Mallee, 
where they are going the distance, travelling between 
1000 and 1500 kilometres each week.
Since commencing in late-January, 
the Weickhardts have worked to 
build relationships and encourage 
those they meet in their walk with 
Jesus. They have a rotating plan 
of ministry for the parishes they 
serve – Central Mallee with five 
congregations, APOSS in Red Cliffs 
with one but which also has an 
active nursing home congregation. 
“At the most I’m doing two 
services on a Sunday so I can spend 
time with people before and 
afterwards,” says Steve. “The plan 
is for it to shift to a three service 
Sunday when we move to Red 
Cliffs. I also do a couple of mid-
week services – one at Murrayville, 
just inside the Victorian border 
with South Australia, 110 kms from 
Ouyen (where the Weickhardts 

resided at the time of writing), 
and the nursing home service at 
Red Cliffs is also mid-week. This 
is an area where it’s all hands-on 
deck and you do what you can, 
where you can. My mechanic knows 
me very well because I’m rolling 
through my 10,000 kms so fast.” 
There was one Sunday that Steve 
didn’t do his usual running around. 
On Easter Sunday, Steve held a 
special service at Walpeup Lake, 
a free camping place right in the 
middle of all three centres where 
around 35 people gathered. 
For Steve, the highlight of ministry 
so far has been meeting with 
people; he loves nothing better 
than sitting around the kitchen 
table, chatting, and getting to 
know people.  

Going the 
distance
in the Central Mallee



FAR LEFT:  
Steve preaching at 
Walpeup Lake on 
Easter Sunday

TOP RIGHT:  
Ouyen signpost

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Steve & Vanessa  
at Ouyen Lake
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“Pastoral ministry is really a joy,” 
he says. 
Another highlight of ministry is 
the RENEW project in Red Cliffs 
which provides a vital service to 
the community. Red Cliffs, which 
has a population of around 6000, 
is a town in great need. “We have 
the Islander community who are 
not used to the cold weather, so 
the parish gives out warm clothes, 
and also Foodbank boxes each 
day,” says Steve. “RENEW is also a 
place where people can just come 
and talk. It’s not a money-making 
enterprise but one of care and 
community.”
Even though the Weickhardts will 
eventually reside in Red Cliffs, 
Steve will be a visiting priest across 
the Mallee. He’s currently working 
in half the locations he is set to 
serve. Over the next couple of years 
Steve will also work on a project 
with Archdeacon Peter called ‘A 
congregation in every community’.

“Archdeacon Peter is working with 
City to City to fulfil the Bishop’s 
mandate – an expression of Christ’s 
body in every community in the 
Diocese,” explains Steve. “There are 
a lot of towns where churches have 
closed down, so we are planning to 
go into communities where people 
are looking for prayer, meaning, 
purpose, truth, hope and faith.”
Steve & Vanessa are so thankful 
for your partnership in the gospel 
and seek your prayers. “The BCA 
adage of never too far, never too 
few, rings true for us,” says Steve. 
“We are travelling long distances 
and there are not many people 
across those distances. We need 
BCA support to make this possible. 
The financial support is important, 
but we really need that prayer 
support. Please pray for the Spirit 
to stir in those communities and 
in the churches that are already 
gathering.” 
Janine van den Tillaart 
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prison ministry
Meeting a real need in

BCA have supported the Watson family in their ministry 
with our Indigenous brothers and sisters for nearly 20 
years. This year we embarked on a new partnership 
with Natalie who has been appointed in a part-time 
role with the Diocese of the Northern Territory, as their 
Women’s Pastoral Ministry Worker. 
This brand-new position for the 
Diocese marks the first time I’ve 
worked in a paid ministry role. The 
intention of my first six months was 
to start exploring needs across the 
parishes. Some needs are being well 
met, some are obvious, and some 
are unseen and unaddressed, so I’m 
working out where I’m best to put 
my time and effort.
On Tuesdays I visit the prison 
with one of two amazing ladies, 
Rosemary and Pam, who have 
consistently run a Bible study in 
the women’s sector for two years. 
Rosemary Snibson and her husband 
Derek are CMS missionaries, and 
Pam Daams and her husband Nico 
are with the Society for Indigenous 
Languages. 

Once we’ve been cleared to enter, 
an announcement is made that 
Bible Study is on, and we meet in 
a little library in the prison. Some 
days four ladies come and some 
days we get 14. Often, they are 
different due to things outside of 
their control. We usually start Bible 
Study around 10.30 am and finish 
at 12 noon. The ladies who come 
value our time learning from God’s 
word and encouraging one another. 
Ladies also come for prayer, they 
are craving prayer. 
Since Easter we have been studying 
King David. Some of the ladies have 
Christian backgrounds and can 
relate to gospel parables and the 
Easter story, but didn’t know who 
King David was. We’ve being doing 
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a series of studies – David being 
the man after God’s own heart 
and stories of his trust in God’s 
ability and faithfulness to keep His 
promises. We also talked about how 
this man who loved God and served 
Him stumbled into sin and tried 
to cover it up. We read together 
some of the verses from Psalm 51. 
The easy-to-read version we use 
is so relatable and we said it as a 
responsive prayer at the end of the 
study (see right).
We finished off the study by talking 
about how we can have the same 
forgiveness that David was seeking 
through Jesus. 
It is wonderful to meet with these 
ladies in a time of their lives that is 
fraught with horrible circumstances. 
Please pray that these women draw 
near to Jesus and the support they 
need to survive and even thrive 
when they are released. Pray they 
will experience healing through 
God working powerfully in their 
lives through His Holy Spirit. 
Natalie Watson

Psalm 51, Easy-to-read version:

God be merciful to me because 
of your faithful love.
Because of your great 
compassion, erase all the 
wrong I have done.
Scrub away my guilt.  
Wash me clean from my sin.
I know I have done wrong.
I remember that sin  
all the time.
I did what you said is wrong. 
You are the one I sinned 
against.
I say this so that people will 
know that I am wrong and  
you are right.
What you decided is fair.
Don’t look at my sins.  
Erase them all.
God, create a pure heart  
in me, and make my spirit 
strong again.
Don’t push me away or take 
your Holy Spirit from me.
Your help made me so happy. 
Give me that joy again.
Make my spirit strong and 
ready to obey you.
God, spare me from the 
punishment of death.
My God, you are the one  
who saves me!
Let me sing about all the  
good things you do for me!
My Lord, I will open my mouth 
and sing your praises!
The sacrifice that God wants  
is a humble spirit.
God, you will not turn away 
someone who comes with a 
humble heart and is willing  
to obey you.

Photo courtesy of the NT Anglican Diocese
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James & Brittany Daymond have been in Cobar for 
eight months now, building upon the foundations laid 
before them. They are excited to see how Cobar can be 
reached for Christ. 
“It has been very satisfying 
continuing to build a church,” 
says James. “I’m not starting from 
scratch, I’m not rebuilding, and 
I appreciate the labours of the 
faithful and those who have come 
before me. I’m respectful of the 
fact that I’m the next person adding 
another layer (1 Corinthians 3).  
I’ve been seeking to establish 
good church ministry in terms of 
preaching, teaching, pastoral care 
and evangelism – some of the 
essentials for church life.” 
James is the first full-time Anglican 
minister in Cobar for 20 years. 
Previously a locum visited once 
a month and in the other weeks 
the seven faithful congregation 
members met together with a lay 
minister. Since James & Brittany 
arrived more people have been 
added to their number. “We are 
so grateful for some new people 

coming along, some have come to 
church for the first time and some 
have returned to church.” 
Each Sunday there is a 10 am service 
followed by morning tea which 
often does not finish until around 
12.45 pm. “Doing Sundays well is 
a real priority for me,” says James. 
“It is a huge joy in writing sermons, 
but also a huge challenge. The 
word of God is so serious and being 
clear is vital. The word has been 
resonating with our congregation 
and I’m very encouraged by that. 
People have said they really enjoy 
coming to church each Sunday.” 
Apart from regular Sunday ministry, 
James & Brittany started a new 
Bible study in June. Bible study 
has enabled the faithful to have 
good discussions and James feels 
that he has developed stronger 
relationships. “One-on-one pastoral 
care really established trust and 

build the church
Continuing to



FAR LEFT: View from 
Fort Bourke Lookout, 
town in distance

TOP RIGHT: Bible  
Study in Cobar

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Bishop Mark Calder 
with James & Brittany
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now we can dig deeper through 
Bible study.”
Cobar is predominantly a mining 
community with some agriculture, 
and there are about 3500 people in 
town and 4700 across the district. As 
in Narromine and Mudgee, James 
hopes to reach the community 
through outreach visiting. 
“I am increasingly convinced 
that outreach is vital and serious 
evangelism will be a key factor in 
developing the church to the next 
level,” says James. “I personally 
find outreach visiting exciting, 
recharging and life giving. I still 
must continue to offer good 
preaching, teaching and pastoral 
ministry, so I’m thinking through all 
of this and the appropriate ministry 
model for growth to occur.”
James was able to commence 
outreach visiting in late June with 
the help of two BCA Nomads, John 
& Judy Vine. Since then, Greg & 
Marion Creek have come along 
and helped. As James doesn’t have 
anyone to draw upon in Cobar for 
outreach visiting, having Nomads 

visit and accompany him is a great 
way for this ministry to occur.
“We started on the land and in due 
course we’ll visit people in town 
and the shops,” says James. “In 
theory it would be wonderful to 
have a conversation with everyone 
about Christ.”
James & Brittany would value your 
prayers that outreach visiting will 
develop strongly with regular 
methodical visiting. They also 
want to reach out to the mining 
community, children and youth, 
and travellers. “I’m convinced that 
travellers are a group we should 
be concerned for even though they 
won’t add to the congregation. 
We are at the crossroads of two 
highways so there are quite a lot 
of people with caravans coming 
through.” Most of all James & 
Brittany want to make sure that all 
the channels for outreach are open 
and all their fishing lines are set. 
Please pray that they can have a 
miraculous catch in Cobar. 
Janine van den Tillaart 
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The BCA Victorian AGM at the end 
of April attracted many supporters 
from around who Victoria who 
heard what God has been doing  
over the past 12 months. 
Formalities commenced after a roast 
dinner. Firstly, a motion of thanks 
was given to Dale & Rachael Barclay 
who served in Red Cliffs for 15 years. 
It was a wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate with them and thank God 
for their ministry – to have served for 
that long in one place is quite the 
gift (and feat)! 
Jacob and I spoke about what 
ministry looks like in Kyabram 
and what the prayers of many can 
achieve. One highlight is the dinners 
we’ve held at church, with a lot of 
members inviting family and friends 
to attend! 
We also had the privilege of hearing 
from Bishop Greg Anderson (Diocese 
of the NT). Greg explained the 
challenges of ministry over such a 
large area, with parishes being up to 
500–700 kms apart! He shared the 
struggle to find ministers willing to 
go to the NT, and how this impacts 

parishes which have been vacant 
for some time. He also spoke about 
the joys of working closely with 
Indigenous communities to reach 
Australia for Christ. 
National Director Greg Harris 
explained his BCA Morning 
Challenge, I’ll do my best to relay it! 
Most of us begin our day putting the 
kettle on or warming up the coffee 
machine. That can be the trigger 
to spend a moment each day in 
prayer asking the Lord of the Harvest 
to raise up workers, just as Jesus 
taught us in Luke 10:2. Greg posed 
the question “What might happen 
if thousands of prayers were said 
at the beginning of each new day 
asking for more gospel workers?”
Please join us in thanking God for 
all He is doing through BCA, and 
consider taking up the National 
Director’s Morning Challenge. 
Please also pray that those already 
serving in the harvest field will 
be strengthened in the Spirit to 
continue their work.
Sarah Kelly

An encouraging night

Karen Harris with Sarah & Jacob Kelly

OLD TESTAMENT CROSSWORD
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OLD TESTAMENT CROSSWORD

DOWN
1. Mordecai’s adoptive daughter
3. With the Lord is unfailing love 

and with him is r_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
4. City destroyed with Gomorrah 

in Genesis
6. Sacred mountain in Jerusalem
10. Book of the Bible with religious 

regulations
11. Old Testament vessel during 

the flood
12. Old Testament wife of Jacob
14. Abram’s nephew
17. Bible lady who betrayed Samson
18. Rachel’s eldest sister

ACROSS
2. God’s punishment
4. He anointed King David
5. The holy area within the Tabernacle
6. Tribe of Israel named after a son
7. The Exodus began in this land
8. Bible term for being saved from 

danger
9. Stood guarding the tree of life in 

the Garden of Eden
13. Covenant with Abraham is known 

as the A-------- Covenant
15. In this Year of J------ everyone is 

to return to their own property. 
(Leviticus 25:13)

16. He had three sons: Shem, Ham,  
and Japheth
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In May I got to visit the beautiful people of Kyabram, 
Victoria. I had never been to this part of Australia 
before, and I absolutely loved it. I drove through many 
farms before I got to the church; acres of grass fields, 
long winding driveways and so many cows. But it 
was when I saw the cattle grates that I remembered 
growing up in the country as a little girl. 
I shared these memories with my 
new friends in Kyabram. Friends 
who spent the day training with me 
to learn more about how they can 
fantastically look after kids in their 
church. I had so much fun sharing 
tips on how to teach kids about 
Jesus, help them pray and walk  
in faith. 

We had so much fun together and 
when the day was done, one of my 
new friends invited me to visit his 
dairy farm. He thought it might help 
me remember even more about my 
time living in the country. Not one 
to miss out on any fun, I headed to 
the working dairy farm along with 
Jacob, Sarah and Theodore Kelly. 

This may be one of my favourite 
moments of the year. Hopping out 
of the car into dirt and mud, with 
the farm smell lingering in the air, 

we had arrived just in time for the 
cows’ daily milking. They wandered 
through the sheds, then out the 
other side, where some walked 
slowly, and some ran into the 
paddocks beyond. What really struck 
me was just how big the cows were! 
They didn’t look that big from the 
side of the road, but up close they 
were HUGE! 

I am so grateful for the work of Bush 
Church Aid around the country and 
for the people in rural, regional and 
remote Australia who love Jesus and 
want to make Him known. I thank 
God that I get to make new friends 
and encourage people to keep 
thinking about kids’ ministry. What 
an adventure it is being with BCA. 
If you want to find out more why 
not sign up to become a BCA 4 Kids 
member? 

Rachel Dirks

dairy farm 
My visit to a
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“I can’t 
wait to 
go back”

– Rachel

Last Spring our Field Staff 

from all across Australia 

headed to Queensland, 

Alexandra Headland to be 

precise. The campsite, near 

Noosa, has some of the 

best beaches on the East 

Coast of Australia,  

talk about blessed!

While all the adults gathered, the kids had 

our own fun planned. It was such a special 

time to gather and make friends with kids 

from all across our huge country. There 

were kids from as far as Bluff Point, the 

Southern Beaches of Tasmania and Alice 

Springs. Armed with only sleeping bags, 

torches and plenty of clothes ready to get 

messy, we checked off our packing list and 

headed to camp. 

To give you all a feel for how much fun we 

had, we asked some of the campers to tell 

us their favourite part of the week. 5

During the week we did plenty  

of craft, played games, did lots  

of running, obstacles and a heap  

of challenges.

Matt Keller from City on a Hill 

opened the Word of God for us and 

we learned that Jesus came to bring 

us life to the full (John 10:10a). We 

certainly experienced that ‘full life’ 

on camp. 

When we weren’t in the kids 

program we had time sharing meals 

with our families and friends from all 

across Australia and the BCA team. 

There was a pool, volleyball courts, 

camp challenges and visits down to 

the café and beach with our Mums 

and Dads. We can’t wait to go back. 

“My favourite part of FSC was the 

performance we did for the adults. It 

was fun practicing and I liked seeing all 

the other people do it.” – Eli 

“My favourite part of the camp was 

playing with Ben because he is my 

friend and I haven’t seen him in a  

really long time.” – Silas 

“I loved the talent show because I got 

to sing and dance to the song Roar with 

my new friends. We practiced at 6am  

so we could learn all the dance moves.” 

– Rachael 

“My favourite part of camp was when 

we danced and sang up on the stage  

to the song Roar.” – Jessica 

“I loved playing with Sienna and the 

other kids. We made photo frames.”  

– Emily 

“Making great friends at Kids Club, 

we played so many awesome games 

together. Swimming in the pool was 

sweet.” – Ethan 

“I enjoyed running around outside with 

my mates in the day and then swimming 

in the pool in the afternoon.” – Jake 

“I loved going to the beach almost 

everyday and walking around with  

my friends.” – Lydia 

“We made 
great friends”

– Ethan

In early July we launched 
our new annual BCA 4 Kids 
magazine! The magazine 
features stories, puzzles, craft, 
cooking, and ideas to help kids 
grow in their relationship with 
Jesus. If your young person is 
pre-school or primary school 
aged, why not sign them up 
now? New members also receive 
a BCA 4 Kids water bottle. 

A sign-up form can be  
found on page 18 or you  
can visit our website  
bushchurchaid.com.au/bca4kids

MAGAZINE

12 BCA’S ANNUAL MAGAZINE JUST FOR KIDS • 2023 • ISSUE 01

GELATO IN 

GERALDTON 

Visit some of our kids in 

Western Australia and 

find out what it’s like 

living in the Golden State.

DEVONSHIRE 

TEA 

Learn how to make a 

Devonshire Tea that 

would impress your 

grandma!

HOW TO READ 

YOUR BIBLE 

LIKE A BOSS

Imagine reading your Bible 

every day and growing in 

your faith, we give you tips 

and tricks to help. 

BCA’s annual 

magazine 
just for kids 20

23
 •
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Nungalinya College

West Pilbara

Exmouth Newman

Kununurra 

Darwin

Perth
Adelaide

Melbourne

Sydney

Brisbane

Hobart

Alice Springs

Coober Pedy

Roxby Downs

Murray Bridge

Bendigo Strath�eldsaye
Croajingolong

Kyabram

Jindabyne

West Wyalong

Broken Hill
Cobar

Cowra

Lightning Ridge
Barwon District

Norfolk Island

Rockhampton

Moranbah

Longreach

Emerald/
Blackwater

South Tamworth

Ashton�eld

Cloncurry

Fremantle

Kangaroo Island

King Island

Southern Beaches

BathurstMallee

Name _________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver  ______________________________________________

Age  ___________________________ Birthday______________________

Address  _______________________________________________________

Phone Number  _________________ Boy or Girl____________________

What church do you go to?  _____________________________________

I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF 

If you are in pre-school or primary school and would like to join  
BCA 4 Kids, ask your parents to fill out the slip below and return to: 
BCA 4 KIDS  
GPO Box 5389  
Sydney NSW 2001 
OR 
Email your info to:  
BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au 
Every member receives a welcome letter,  
a welcome certificate, a drink bottle,  
and our new BCA 4 Kids Magazine. 

BCA MONEY BOXES 
Kids give great support  
to BCA, and every dollar 
you put in the box is a 
dollar which goes to help 
tell people about Jesus!  
Email or call us for your 
money box today!
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SYDNEY, NSW:
The Rt Revd Mark 
Calder (Bishop of 
Bathurst) together with 
Steven & Caitlin Klouth 
spoke to around 70 
supporters at the NSW 
AGM held in Sydney on 
Thursday 4 May 2023. 

CROAJINGALONG  VIC:  
In late April, Ken 
Spackman and Jude 
Benton from the  
parish of Croajingalong 
handed over a cheque 
for $1000 in support 
of BCA to Victorian 
Regional Officer  
Adrian Lane.

CLONCURRY QLD: 
Simon Owen was 
priested on Thursday 
18 May 2023 at St 
Andrew’s Cloncurry by 
the Bishop of North 
Queensland The Rt 
Revd Keith Joseph. 
Greg Harris and Mike 
Uptin were there to 
support Simon. 

BATHURST NSW: 
James Boardman was 
ordained as a priest in 
Bathurst on Saturday  
22 July 2023 by The  
Rt Revd Mark Calder. 

PARKVILLE, VIC:
Lonny Bendessi 
graduated with a 
Diploma in Theology 
from Ridley College 
in early May. BCA 
provided a grant 
to Lonny for study 
equipment and also 
funded a ministry 
awareness trip.

Around the country
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For many years now the Anglican Diocese of 
Northwest Australia has had a gospel partnership with 
the Anglican Diocese of Karamoja in Uganda. Over the 
years our local church in Kununurra, along with dozens 
of Northwest diocese supporters Australia-wide, has 
been part of this partnership through regular prayer 
and fundraising to support gospel ministry there. In 
May, I had the opportunity to go to Karamoja as part 
of a diocesan trip to run some training for clergy and 
lay leaders.
Karamoja has many similarities 
to Kununurra. It is remote… 
Moroto, where the cathedral is 
located, is a 12-hour drive from 
the capital. There is a wet season 
and dry season and in general it 
is pretty warm. When flying into 
Karamoja, there were striking 
similarities between flying into 
Kununurra, looking at sparse land, 
with farming fields scattered about 
the place, similar colours and this 
weird sense, that though I was on 
another continent, I was flying to 
a place like home. There are also 
lots of ministry similarities. Like 

Kununurra, Karamoja has lots of 
youth and children. One church 
in Karamoja has a Sunday school 
of 300 kids! And like St James 
Kununurra, gospel ministry is front 
and centre with ministry workers 
desiring to see many more in their 
communities come to know the 
love of God through Christ. The 
parishes themselves are spread 
out and opportunities for meeting 
together for encouragement and 
training are few and far between.
So, it was a great privilege to be 
able to travel with a team from 

to Uganda
From Kununurra



FAR LEFT: The group  
in training

TOP RIGHT: Daniel 
with translators and 
lay leaders Rob and 
Mark, along with 
Esther, another  
lay leader.

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Lay leaders 
reconstructing  
an overview of  
the Bible
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our diocese to be with the clergy 
and lay leaders of this diocese and 
equip them for the great ministry 
opportunities God has given them. 
My role was in training lay leaders 
with tools they can use and teach 
in their churches – tools such as 
How to Read the Bible, The Bible 
Overview and Two Ways to Live… 
the very tools which we use every 
day as we seek to proclaim Christ  
in Kununurra. 
This did come with challenges 
though, as you might expect in 
crossing cultures. One challenge 
was language, with English being 
a third language for most. On 
the first day of training, a couple 
of hours in, one the lay leaders 
stuck up his hand and explained 
he couldn’t understand me (and 
he spoke for most people in the 
room)! Thankfully God provided 
two people in the room who were 
able to act as translators so we 
could continue. I had been praying 
that language wouldn’t be a  
barrier – it’s great how God  
answers prayers and provides! 

But it was not only me teaching 
them. The Karamojans taught me. 
I was challenged about my zeal for 
the gospel. Some of the lay leaders 
would go to great lengths to share 
the gospel with their communities 
– one rode their bike 20–30 kms 
to some locations just to minister, 
ride back and then do the same 
the next day. Church started at 6 
am (ish) without complaint. They 
were prayerful, serving with much 
less resources than what we have 
in Kununurra, and yet serving 
with a deep joy in Christ. It was an 
encouragement to me, as I serve 
alongside the saints in Kununurra, 
to keep making the most of every 
opportunity for the gospel.
We may not be in Karamoja, but we 
have the same gospel to proclaim, 
and I’m thankful that even in 
remote parts of Australia, like 
Kununurra, BCA are committed to 
helping us make the most of those 
opportunities.
Daniel Faricy
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A team from Moore College were a great 
encouragement to the congregation of the Bathurst 
Cathedral Parish recently. Comprising 16 students and 
two faculty, they attended both the 8:30 am and 10 am 
services, as well as evangelising people in the township. 
The team spent a considerable 
amount of time praying for, and 
then speaking with people in 
Bathurst. They had some excellent 
conversations and several of those 
conversations led to people coming 
to church the following Sunday. 
The team had many opportunities 
to experience regional ministry. 
Students visited the parishes of 
Blayney and Cowra to further 
supplement their experience of 
bush ministry. The students were 
encouraged by Wally Cox and Ben 
Connelly who talked about their 
joys and experiences of regional 
ministry. Greg Harris gave an 
overview of Bush Church Aid, 
its history and available ministry 

opportunities. Similarly, Bishop 
Mark Calder gave an overview of 
the needs of the Bathurst Diocese. 
Several of the students expressed 
interest in full-time regional 
ministry – Praise God!
One of the highlights of the week 
was an evangelism workshop. 
This workshop was designed to 
improve evangelism skills and 
increase people’s confidence in 
engaging in evangelism. The 
workshop started by discussing the 
difference between witnessing and 
evangelising, recognising that while 
witnessing is important, the gospel 
must be preached for someone to 
come to faith. 

on the road
Moore College



FAR LEFT: Moore 
College Mission Team 
with Paul Sampson 
and James Boardman

TOP RIGHT:  
Evangelism workshop

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Greg Harris speaking 
about BCA
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During the workshop we also 
looked at revelation versus 
reasoning. We can’t reason people 
into the kingdom although reason 
can open a space in which to share 
the gospel. Rather, God reveals 
Himself to people through His 
word. Once we have a space to 
discuss God’s word, get out of the 
way and share the word! We then 
looked at the six most common 
reasons Christians don’t evangelise:
1. We aren’t clear on the  

gospel message
2. We believe only certain  

people should evangelise
3. We are afraid of losing 

relationships
4. We get frustrated in not  

seeing immediate results
5. We don’t know many  

non-Christians
6. We don’t care enough  

about the lost. 

We discussed in groups how we 
might overcome these barriers, 
with many good suggestions being 
raised. Finally, we looked at how 
we might reach the people of 
Bathurst. The night was a success 
with many people having increased 
confidence to evangelise. I’m 
reliably informed, several people 
broke out of their comfort zone in 
the following weeks and actively 
sought evangelistic conversations. 
James Boardman 

on the road
Moore College

We are so appreciative of our 
faithful supporters who send or 
bring in stamps to the National 
Office. Could we please ask that 
if you are trimming the paper 
around the stamps you are 
careful not to impact the stamp 
itself, or the perforations, as we 
are unable to sell these stamps 
to raise funds for BCA. 
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Together with my husband Simon 
and our children Ella (16), Zoe 
(14) and Joel (11), we served in 
Woolgoolga as the Young Families 
Minister (YFM) for the past five years 
with BCA. As Field Staff we were so 
grateful for the support we received. 
We were sad as our commitment 
with BCA came to an end but knew 
that we would stay connected to 
BCA as they continue to support 
rural, regional and remote ministry 
financially and prayerfully. 
Simon accepted the Senior Minister 
role at Northern Beaches Anglicans 
in Woolgoolga in December 2022, so 
we have been able to continue the 
foundations that were laid through 
BCA’s support the previous five years. 
What a blessing this has been. 
I grew up in Sydney and lived in the 
same house until I met and married 
Simon. After we had been married 
for a few years, Simon told me that 
he felt that God was leading him 
into full-time ministry. I remember 
listening and watching my dream 
of settling down in the suburbs 
and starting a family diminish 
before my eyes! Simon completed 
his theological studies at SMBC 
and was keen to explore ministry 
opportunities outside the city. Before 
I knew it, we were packing our bags 
with a two year old and 10 week old 
baby and heading to country NSW. It 

was initially a two-year contract as a 
YFM. I remember thinking, “I can do 
that, I can move out of Sydney for a 
while...we’ll do two years then head 
back where our family and friends 
are.” Again, God had other plans and 
after a further year of loving country 
ministry, Simon was invited to serve 
in Armidale as YFM at the Cathedral. 
We loved our time serving in ministry 
in Armidale and stayed for six years. 
Simon was then asked to consider 
applying for the BCA-funded role in 
Woolgoolga. After a lot of prayer, we 
decided that this was where God was 
leading us, so we moved to the coast.
We have now been serving in 
ministry outside of Sydney for 14 
years and God has blessed us greatly 
on this journey. I am so thankful I 
didn’t limit God, otherwise I would 
have a lovely house in the suburbs 
raising my family but would have 
never experienced the joys of small 
communities or meet so many 
precious brothers and sisters in Christ. 
These experiences have anchored my 
faith and made me more dependent 
on God. 
I am very thankful to now accept a 
different role with BCA on the QLD/
NNSW Regional Committee and 
National Council. I look forward to 
serving the Lord in these roles.
Alison Reeve

Councillor’s Column
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Dr Merna 
Mueller OBE 
(Returned to 
the Lord 7 July 
2023) served 
with BCA’s 
Flying Medical 
Service in 
Ceduna from 
1951–1967. For 
long stretches 
of time she was 
the only doctor 

in a network covering thousands of 
square miles. The March 1965 Real 
Australian said “It would be almost 
impossible to count the number of 
flights she has made to all parts of 
the network, and certainly it would 
be difficult to estimate the tens of 
thousands of patients she has seen.” 

Martin Drevikovsky and Mellita Bate have 
concluded their service on the BCA National 
Council. Martin served for over two decades and 
Mellita for 16 years, having previously served as 
Field Staff in Mt Magnet WA.

Helen Wilson  
(10 November 1930 – 11 June 
2023) served with her husband 
Don in Wilcannia, NSW from 
1992 until March 1997. They did 
deputations for BCA after their 
work in the field and also served 
as BCA Locums. Helen is survived 
by Don, children Virginia, Belinda 
& Matthew as well as their 
partners Chris, Jon and Lindy; 
nine grandchildren and 12 great 
grandchildren.

VALE

FAREWELL

Post & Rails

2023 BCA VICTORIAN
SPRING GATHERINGS

Lunch only $24.50
per person

Monday 9 October
Holy Trinity Doncaster 12–2pm

Tuesday 10 October
St Mary’s Sunbury 12–2pm

Wednesday 11 October
South East Bendigo (Flora Hill) 12–2pm
Dessert/Coffee Evening, St James’ Ivanhoe 7–9pm

Thursday 12 October
St Paul’s Warragul Anglican Church 12–2pm

Hear from Simon & Alison Roberts serving
with BCA at Exmouth/Onslow in the
Diocese of North West Australia

Bookings bushchurchaid.com.au/springlunches
Phone enquiries to 0414 382 621

REACHING
OUR

NORTH
WEST

CORNER
FOR CHRIST



FROM THE ARCHIVES

Emergency from  
the Heavens
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In my travels to and from Halls Creek, I am continually 
astounded by the beauty of God’s creation. Deep 
violets to bright pinks are splashed across the many 
ranges and rocky outcrops which make the Kimberley 
such a spectacular area of our vast country. This 
is never a boring trip, although being over 350 
kilometres, the ever-changing colours are on their own 
a delight. There is also the ever-present threat of stray 
cattle on the road as well as road trains and caravans to 
keep you alert and cautious. 
On one occasion I was taking one of 
the blind corners, which are made 
even more treacherous by the very 
narrow bitumen. I saw a police car 
parked across the highway and 
a police officer indicating that I 
should stop. I could not miss seeing 
the wings of a light aircraft among 
the bushes at the side of the road. 
Apparently, the pilot had tried to 
make an emergency landing at a 
station airstrip, couldn’t make it and 
so had to come down on this very 
narrow strip of National Highway 1. 
My vehicle was to be used as a 
roadblock, to allow the pilot to 
attempt a take-off after the broken 
throttle was repaired. A young 
policeman stayed with me while 
his partner went down the road to 
stop traffic coming the other way. I 
had some time to talk to this young 

policeman, he was surprised that the 
‘Church’ was interested enough to 
have me travel 360 kilometres one 
way, to take a service for as few as 
three people. I answered that God’s 
people, wherever and no matter 
how few, need to gather to thank 
Him for His love. 
The plane took off with wings barely 
above the ant hills and radioed 
that all was well. It was a few 
months later that I caught up with 
the young man, he introduced me 
to his wife, who told me that she 
was a Christian. My prayers for him 
continued, as did those of many 
Christians in Halls Creek. 
My next visit to Halls Creek was 
with Laurie Edwards, the ‘Flying 
Bible Man’, who visits us annually, 
bringing Bibles and tapes to the 
remote areas of the north. We had 
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a cuppa at this young couples’ place 
and encouraged them to come and 
see the Bible Society movies that 
night. His wife was excited that he 
said he would come and did! On 
returning from holidays, we were 
all overjoyed at this young man’s 
testimony of his committing his life 
to the Lord. So often we are used 
as cogs in the process of coming 
to Christ. We should never feel 

discouraged if we are faithfully 
presenting Christ as our Lord and 
Saviour, for that is what we are 
asked to do. Someone also may  
be there to reap the harvest,  
but all heaven will rejoice, and we  
are already members of that 
Heavenly Choir. 
Murray Lamont 
Kununnurra (1987 – 1991)

The Lamont Family - Murray, Jane, James & Rebecca

This article can be found in the June 1989 edition of The 
Real Australian. You can find 103 years of back issues of our 
quarterly publication at bushchurchaid.com.au/archive
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BCA Christmas Merchandise
Orders must be received by Friday 1 December 2023

500g 
$31

1kg 
$48.50

Gluten Free Plum 
Pudding Log 

500g  
$33

Christmas Cake 
700g  
$43

Traditional Christmas Pudding

Pack of 6: 2 each of 3 designs 
$5/pack

This hard cover coffee table book, written 
by Robyn Powell, looks back at the various 
ministries of BCA over its first 100 years. 
$20

Pack of 6: 2 each of 3 designs 
$4/pack 

*Very Limited 2022 Stock

CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS

CHRISTMAS CARDS

GIFT IDEA

BCA 312

BCA 016

BCA 138

BCA 017

BCA 313 BCA 314 BCA 315

Newcastle Pudding Lady Puddings

New 2023 Designs

Never Too Far, Never Too Few:  
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

2022 Designs*
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Order FormBCA Christmas Merchandise
Please complete this merchandise order form 
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia 

BCA CODE DESCRIPTION QTY EACH TOTAL

BCA 312 Traditional Christmas Pudding: 500g $31

BCA 313 Traditional Christmas Pudding: 1kg $48.50

BCA 314 Gluten Free Plum Pudding Log: 500g $33

BCA 315 Christmas Cake: 700g $43

BCA 016 New 2023 Christmas Card Designs $5

BCA 017 2022 Christmas Card Designs $4

BCA 138 Never Too Far, Never Too Few $20

Sub-Total

Packaging and delivery $10 per order

TOTAL

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name  ____________________________________

Last Name  _________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________  Postcode _____________________________

Email _______________________________  Telephone  ___________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but 
ask that you include $10 per delivery address. 
Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

I would like to give by: 
 

  CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER (Please make payable to Bush Church Aid)
 

  CREDIT CARD         VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                        

Name on Credit Card ________________________________________________________

Expires on ___________________________  Signature ____________________________
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Distance Giving Program
BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our 
country, but they can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving 
Program is your opportunity to walk alongside them.

Through the Distance Giving Program you can support our Field Staff on a 
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer.

Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s Distance 
Giving Program with a monthly donation. 

Ways to give: 
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name  ____________________________________

Last Name  _________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________  Postcode _____________________________

Email _______________________________  Telephone  ___________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

Credit Card 

    VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                   

Name on Credit Card ________________________________________________________

Expires on ___________________________  Signature ____________________________

Please process my donation on the ___________________ day of each month.  
 

  $20       $30       $50       $100       Other: ________________________________

BPAY: Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found 
on the back of this magazine above your name and address. 

BILLER CODE

88203
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach 
Australia for Christ.
Ways to give: 
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

Enclosed is my gift of $_____________________________to BCA’s ministry 
 

  I would like to donate to General Ministry OR 
   

  I would like a tax deduction  
(A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name  ____________________________________

Last Name  _________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________  Postcode _____________________________

Email _______________________________  Telephone  ___________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

I would like to receive:  
 

  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes 
 

  A money box for my donations  
 

  Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

I would like to give by: 
 

  CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER (Please make payable to Bush Church Aid)
 

  CREDIT CARD         VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                     

Name on Credit Card ________________________________________________________

Expires on ___________________________  Signature ____________________________

BPAY: Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found 
on the back of this magazine above your name and address. 

BILLER CODE

88203
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